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Seaview Terrace Donnybrook 
Seaview Terrace was begun in the 1830s as a townhouse development on what was then a country 
lane in Old Merrion. It was a time when Shelbourne Road was better known as Artichoke Road, 
Belmont Avenue basked in the name Coldblow Lane and Simmonscourt was just as likely to be 
called Smotts Court. Today Seaview Terrace is part of Nutley Road. Architecturally it is a very 

Georgian-style development in a neighbourhood dominated by Victorian and post-Victorian 
houses.  

All six houses on the terrace were built to the same design : semi-detached three storeys over 
basement. There were stone-flagged halls, Venetian windows, L-shaped main rooms and marble 

fireplaces. Each house came with ample stable and coach house buildings attached. These are still 
in evidence today and well adapted to modern uses. The name of the terrace was slightly misleading 

as the sea could only be glimpsed  from the top storey of the houses even in the early days before 
surrounding development swallowed up more of the bay view .   1
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John Semple 

The original developer of Seaview Terrace was architect and engineer, John Semple, (1801-1882) 
who lived at the quaintly-named Lilliput, (then Riversdale House) located today on the junction of 

Anglesea Road and Ailesbury Road. When the new terrace was completed, Semple moved in to one 
of the houses along with his barrister brother, James Semple. He remained there until 1849 when he 

went bankrupt.  As resident architect of the so-called Board of First Fruits, John Semple is better 
known for his distinctive-looking Dublin churches: Monkstown Church of Ireland and the legend-

steeped Black Church (St Mary’s Chapel of Ease) at Broadstone.  2

  
At the time of their completion, the houses on Seaview Terrace were held under lease from the Hon. 

Sidney Herbert of the Pembroke Estate with an annual rent of £640 for the six. They kept their 
rateable value for the rest of the century, with No. 3 always being a bit more expensive than the 

others. All six houses appear on the first maps produced by the Ordnance Survey which show that 
the terrace lay just west of a large nursery called Simpson’s Nursery, a well-known landmark of the 

time. Members of this family had won the competition to design the Merrion Square Gardens in 
1792.  3

 Seaview Terrace was listed in Thoms Street Directory for the first time in 1847. For reasons 
that aren’t clear its houses were given names like Woburn, Eglinton, Renfrew and Belvoir. John 

Semple occupied Eglinton. A nearby house on its own grounds , Mount Erroll, was also listed under 
Seaview Terrace in the 1840s. This house belonged to Sir Richard Baker (1781-1853), high sheriff 
for Dublin in the 1830s, who had a tailoring business at No. 11 Dawson Street. Baker was a keen 

gardener, and the flowers and fruits produced on Mount Erroll’s grounds featured prominently in the 
prize exhibitions held by the Horticultural Society of Ireland every year. The original Ordnance 

Survey maps shows that a roadway, now disused, once passed by the side of Mount Erroll and led 
directly onto Anglesea Road. This was the main access road to Seaview Terrace at the time and was 

called Seaview Avenue.  It is believed that this road formed part of an ancient and much loved 4

footpath that led through the fields to Sandymount  before Aylesbury Road was laid out. A lane-5

way curving around the back of St. Mary’s Church, Donnybrook, is a partial remnant of that old 
road. Griffith’s Valuation survey for the terrace, which was undertaken in 1848, details that John 

Semple kept a pleasure ground or park of over an acre opposite the terrace of houses that he built. 
  

John Semple’s architectural practice went bankrupt in 1849.  It is believed that his ruin came about 6

because of the development of Belgrave Square in Monkstown, which left him financially 
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overstretched.   All the houses at Seaview Terrace were auctioned off together to pay his debts, and 7

a new chapter in their history began.  

Anthony Trollope  

Seaview Terrace is perhaps best known for its association in the 1850s with Anthony Trollope, who 
along with his wife Rose Heseltine, rented a house there from June 1855 until December 1859. 

There is some confusion about whether the couple lived at No. 5 or No. 6. Numbers weren’t 
assigned to the terrace until the late 1850s. As Post Office surveyor for the eastern region,Trollope 
had a lot of travelling to do. He chose to base himself in Dublin so he could easily make the train 

connections from Amiens Street. His job involved frequent long train journeys which he used to his 
advantage, working in the railway carriage on his lengthy novel of warring factions in the church, 

Barchester Towers. He also wrote at Seaview Terrace in a room on the half landing.  History 8

doesn’t record what Rose Heseltine Trollope did during her days at Seaview Terrace. As Anthony’s 
chief editor, presumably much of her time was taken up with transcribing and correcting her 

husband’s notoriously illegible, pencil-written manuscripts. The Trollopes lived at many addresses 
in Ireland but they looked on Seaview Terrace as home.  

Writer, Frank McCourt had a flat on Seaview Terrace when he came to Dublin as a mature student 
in the late 1960s. His landlady traded on the Anthony Trollope legend , telling him that his ghost 

haunted the street (on horseback). She hinted that he had even deposited a secret manuscript in the 
walls of the house. In his 2005 memoir, Teacher Man, the Limerick author described how he turned 

his flat upside down looking for Trollope’s lost manuscript.    9

By sheer coincidence, the Trollope connection continued at No. 3 Seaview Terrace where a Mrs 
Ternan, a cousin of Anthony Trollope’s sister-in-law, Frances, lived from about 1905. These Ternans 

had a further literary link through another cousin, Nellie Ternan : mistress of Charles Dickens. 
Sharing No. 3 Seaview Terrace with Mrs Ternan for a time was Amanda Wann,(1864-1918) a well-

known professor of singing about Dublin whose pupils were frequent winners at the Feis Ceoil.  

The Jamesons & Monsarrats 

During the nineteenth century, the Seaview Terrace inhabitants continued to be a mixture of high-
ranking government officials, churchmen and retired army officers. There were also quite a number 

of wine and spirit merchants associated with the terrace, perhaps on account of the area’s local 
association with the Jameson family. James Jameson of the well-known brand of whiskey, lived at 
Renfrew House in 1850. Mrs John Jameson came to live at No. 2 in the mid-1870s before finally 

settling in at No. 5 between 1885 and 1890.  The Jamesons also owned the adjacent Montrose 
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demesne, named in honour of their hero, Sir Walter Scott. Another wine merchant, Anthony Wilson, 
lived at No. 6 Seaview Terrace, known always as Seaview House. His business address with vaults 
and a warehouse was at 17 Lower Baggot Street. Wilson served as a burgess on Dublin’s County 

Council and governor of the Royal Hospital, Donnybrook. He also made frequent trips to Bordeaux 
and other wine-growing regions of France in the course of his trade. In 1887 a fire broke out on the 
roof of No. 6 and serious damage was narrowly prevented by the timely action of the builders who 

were working on the house at the time.   10

 Griffiths Valuation showed that the terrace was occupied for a time by Nicholas Wade 
Monsarrat, a member of Dublin-based wine merchants and ancestor of the author of The Cruel Sea, 

Nicholas Monsarrat (1910-1979). Heather Sims has done extensive research on the Monsarrats' 
genealogy in Ireland and more can be found out on her website.  11

During the 1870s the Rev. Arthur Gore Ryder, rector of Donnybrook, came to live at No. 4. He 
wrote many books on theology and was a vocal critic of Charles Darwin and his theories on  

evolution. He was followed in 1875 by Lieutenant Col. Andrew Vesey Davoren , retired officer of 
the Irish Rifles, who stayed in the house until his death in 1913 at 91 years.  

Peter Dubedat, secretary of the Bank of Ireland and member of that infamous Dublin Huguenot 
family, occupied No. 3 in the mid 1880s.  

An Ancient Massacre?  

Danesfield, the present residence of the German Embassy in Ireland, is included on the west end of  
Seaview Terrace. It was once part of an unused plot of ground dotted with elm trees by the side of 
the old highway already mentioned . In the late 1870s the site was acquired for development by 
builder, Thomas Wardrop, best known for building Bray Town Hall . The following events show 

how this field got its name.  

When digging began on the foundations for the new buildings, workmen unearthed a completely 
unknown burial plot of between 600-700 bodies. The Ordnance Survey of the 1830s-40s appeared 

to have no knowledge of this landmark as it went unrecorded on their maps. And there was no 
mention of the site in the Annals of Dublin or in John Gilbert’s detailed histories. Excavators were 

surprised at how shallow the burials were and were astounded that the graves had never been 
exposed, although the elm trees had worked their roots into the mound. Shell middens, a variety of 
animal remains, jewellery, charcoal and cooking implements were also in evidence.  One grave in 12

particular stood out. It was that of a powerfully-built man with an extensive sword injury, laid out 
on a north to south axis and with a sword and spear of Scandinavian origin lying beside him. The 

find was supervised by Professor of Anatomy and Zoology, Alexander Macalister of Trinity College 
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and by William Hellier Baily, palaeontologist with the Royal Geographical Survey.  Another one 13

of the main excavators, Dr William Frazer, a friend of  Thomas Wardrop, presented the findings of 
the group to the Royal Irish Academy in 1880.  

From “Description of a Great Sepulchral Mound at Aylesbury road….”, page 32 , by William Frazer 
showing the location of burial mound in relation to Seaview Terrace and  

the old road.  

The mound was circular and was almost a hundred feet in circumference. It was made up largely of 
the heavy clay belonging to the district. There appeared to be three separate burial layers. Most of 

the bodies were buried in an east-west axis with children’s bodies concentrated at the east end of the 
mound. Some of the bodies were reported to have been buried in an orderly row while others had 
the appearance of being dumped haphazardly. Frazer reported that at least seven of the skeletons 

showed signs of head wounds inflicted by a sharp weapon and he thought there was even evidence 
of decapitation in several cases. One of the skulls was reported to have had microcephaly.  There 14

was a high incidence of tooth decay and one case of rheumatoid arthritis.   

The find immediately attracted enormous crowds of onlookers, some of whom made off with the 
exposed bones.  Reading accounts of the discovery in the newspapers of the time, it is apparent 15

that the local authorities were undecided about how to handle it. At first it was suggested that the 
mound should be sealed up again and that Thomas Wardrop be advised that the field was unsuitable 

for development. Eventually a decision was made to clear the site completely and to re-bury the 
remains in nearby Donnybrook Cemetery. This was particularly bad timing as a separate order had 
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come from the South Dublin Union demanding the closure of this overcrowded graveyard a few 
months before.   16

Over the years archaeologists have disagreed on the interpretation of the mound. Frazer and his 
Victorian antiquarian friends were certain they had stumbled upon the bloody aftermath of a Viking 
battle. In the 1970s Viking specialist, Richard Hall, thought it was more likely to be the site of an 

indiscriminate massacre.  The mound has been re-interpreted more recently by Dr Betty O’Brien as 17

a secular cemetery from the early Christian era which was later abandoned, maybe as a result of re-
locating to an ecclesiastical burial ground.  Much of her evidence comes from the similarities of 18

this site to other early Irish secular graveyards and to the relative lack of personal possessions 
found. Very few of the objects from the dig were retained together or even kept in Ireland. For 
reasons unknown most were scattered to various collections. This included the mound’s best 

treasure, the Scandinavian sword, which has been with the Castle Museum of Nottingham since the 
1950s, having previously been presented for auction in the 1930s.   19

In 1885 the grave site was listed as Danesfield by Thom’s Directory for the first time. Its first 
occupant was solicitor, John Alexander French, but subsequent street directories show that it was 

frequently vacant over the years.  

The Moores of Moore Hall 

Col. Maurice Moore, later Senator Moore (1854-1939), lived at No. 5 Seaview Terrace for many 
years. His long association with the Connaught Rangers went back to 1875 and he was decorated 

for his service to the regiment during the Boer War.  A devout Catholic and Irish language 
enthusiast, he taught himself Irish while serving in South Africa.  As a result of his support for 20

Sinn Fein after the 1916 Easter Rising, No. 5 Seaview Terrace was visited several times by the 
authorities during the War of Independence. One person who was absent from the visitor list at 

Seaview Terrace was Moore’s novelist brother, George Moore, who scandalised Irish society with 
his revealing and gossipy memoir, Hail and Farewell. The brothers fell out over just about 

everything from religion to politics and they hadn’t patched up their differences before George 
Moore’s death in 1933.   

  
No. 6 Seaview House was the last house in the terrace to be completed and it is the only house on 

the row to retain its original name today. Seaview House was associated from the early years of the 
twentieth century with the family of Henry and Alice Lynch (nee Vaughan). Henry Charles Lynch 
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was examiner for oaths in the Land Commission where his father, Stanislaus Lynch, served as its 
first commissioner. Like Maurice Moore, the Lynches had a long association with the Connaught 
Rangers and one of Henry and Alice’s sons, Frank, was killed at Ypres in 1916 while serving with 

the regiment . The long association between the Lynch family and Seaview Terrace ended in the late 
1970s when the house was sold at auction.  
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